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Foreword
Arunachal Pradesh is located in the eastern most part of  India is bestowed 

with diverse range of  natural attractions, beautiful mountains with dense forest, an 
abode for numerous of  flora and fauna, unique culture and traditions contributed by 
26 indigenous major tribes and more than 110 sub-tribes and historical sites known 
for religious value has huge tourism potential. State is in the early stage of  ecotourism 
development and it needs to be promoted by well coordinated marketing strategy so that 
it can occupy a brand images in the ecotourism market. This newsletter is an attempt 
to highlight the current ecotourism status, perspective and potential of  ecotourism 
development, tourist’s perception and for the further development of  ecotourism in 
state of  Arunachal Pradesh.

Ecotourism has been identified and known to be a new approach in tourism 
sector.  In short, ecotourism can be categorised as tourism programme that is - "Nature 
based, ecologically sustainable, where education and interpretation is a major constituent 
and where local people are benefited. 

In the recent years, Arunachal Pradesh is becoming one of  the most visited 
destinations because of  its unique characteristics, rich natural resources and home for 
various indigenous communities and etc. 

The newsletter is based on primary as well as secondary data obtained from 
various sources like tourism deptt, Forests Deptt. datas available etc. Primary data were 
obtained through investigation in the form of  direct interviews and questionnaires 
with the official of  Forests, District Tourism Department, local villages Panchayat, and 
prominent members of  different Non-Governmental Organisation viz tour operator, 
tourist guide, porters, stakeholder and common intellectual publics. 

Date:- 31/10/2019
(D. Dohu Robin)

Dy. Director (Env) & ENVIS Coordinator
Govt. of  Arunachal Pradesh
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Ecotourism in Arunachal Pradesh 

Introduction:

 Tourism is considered as the largest and fastest growing sectors among the various service sector 
industries and generates employment opportunities, contributes to the conservation of  natural resources 
and preservation of  cultural and architectural heritage and provides financial incentives to the community. 
Tourism is considered as a booster of  the state economy towards development and within the tourism 
sector, one of  the most rapidly growing areas is the ecotourism. 

 Ecotourism involves travel to natural destinations, minimizes impacts, builds environmental 
awareness, provides direct financial benefits for conservation, provides financial benefits and empower-
ment to local people, respects local culture and supports human rights and democratic movement.

[1].  Ecotourism have many forms and magnitudes such as losing oneself  in a beautiful natural forest or 
landscape watching animals, birds and trees in the forest, engaging in trekking, boating or rafting, 
wandering and experiencing local culture. While enjoying with the nature, it ensures protection of  
natural areas, production of  revenue and education. Besides services of  feeding and accommoda-
tion, travellers have an importance of  such ecotourism services as watching flora and fauna, hiking, 
walking to the hills are offers satisfaction to the tourist.

[2].  Ecotourism is a growing niche market within the larger travel industry, with the potential of  being 
an important sustainable development tool.

[3].  Tourism industry cannot stand without development of  ecotourism because it can be regarded as 
one of  the best approaches to promote ecotourism and sustainable development. The principles of  
ecotourism basically focus on increasing the involvement of  local community in the planning sup-
porting.

 The Arunachal Pradesh topography boasts an abundant source of  flora & fauna. It has numerous 
rare and endangered species in its surroundings. The state has many wildlife sanctuaries and protection 
laws. Currently, there are 1 national park, 3 three Tiger reserve and 10 wildlife sanctuaries in Arunachal 
Pradesh, which works for the protection and conservation of  wildlife resource in Arunachal Pradesh.

 There are numerous organisations and NGOs are coming forward to provide environmental 
education to the common people at the grass root level, which are working towards the enhancement of  
the Ecosystem. Poaching has stopped to large extent. There are severe punishments for poachers, hunters 
and illegal traders of  animals and trees. Tree plantations are taking place in several places. There are several 
animal & plant rights organisation, which fight for the rights of  the animals and plants.

ECotouRISm FACIlItIES IN ARuNAChAl PRADESh

 The state of  Arunachal Pradesh is fortunate to have rich in all natural resources of  flora and 
fauna and cultural heritage and historical sites reflecting the glorious heritage of  diverse indigenous tribes 
with several dialects to live and flourish with their distinct identities and deep sense of  beauty which finds 
delightful expression in their songs, dance, attires, handloom and handicrafts which allows tourists ready 
access to all these treasures. The potential and the need to enhance the socio-economic condition of  the 
indigenous tribes residing in the state as well as to conserve the nature treasure. Ecotourism is a potential 
driver of  sustainable tourism development providing opportunities for the development of  the marginal-
ized and rural areas stimulating economic development and social well being of  people and to preserve 
the natural environment and cultural heritage through awareness creation. 

 Currently, Sate Government has approved 12 tourist travel circuits across 83,743 sqm. Each of  
the circuit is characterised by its distinct ethnic culture, topography and vegetations, as follows:-

1. TezpurBhalupong-Bomdila-Tawang, 
2. Itanagar-Ziro-Daporijo-Aalo-Pasighat, 
3. Pasighat-Yingkiong-Jengging-Tuting, 
4.Tinsukia-Tezu-Hayuliang, 
5.Margherita-Miao-Namdapha-Vijoynagar, 
6.Roing-Mayudia-Anini, 



3

ARUNACHAL ENVIS
7.TezpurSeijosa-Bhalopung, 
8.Ziro-Palin-Nyapin-Sangram-Koloriang, 
9.Doimukh-Sagalee-PakeKessang-Seppa, 
10. Aalo-Mechuka, 
11.Daporijo-Taliha-Siyum-Nacho, 
12.Jairampur-Manmao-Nampong-PangsauPass.

Best time to visit: 

 Due to the topographical diversity, the climate in Arunachal Pradesh ranges from sub-tropical 
to temperate depending upon the altitude. The regions in the lower belts of  the state experience hot and 
humid climates, with a maximum temperature in the foothills reaching up to 40 °C (during the summer). 
The average temperature in this region in winter ranges from 15° to 21 °C while that during the monsoon 
season remains between 22° and 30 °C.

 Best time to visit throughout the year, October - February is the best time to enjoy adventurous 
sports like Trekking, angling, rafting and Climbing etc.

Activities 

 In ecotourism most of  the activities are done in the rivers and forest such as angling, fishing, 
photography, bird watching, experiencing the rich biodiversity and experiencing local culture. 

 Most of  the tourist shows interested to visit walking in the unique culture of  Arunachal Pradesh-
such as trekking and camping at Talley valley wildlife sanctuary and pangeforest, trekking in the Hakhe-
TariTre, Talley Valley Trek, Pamu-Yalang Trek, Bird Watching Expedition, ZiroButterfly Meet, Fish cum 
paddy practises events, River festival, etc.

CommuNItY PARtICIPAtIoN BooStING ECotouRISm

 As an innovative effort ecotourism is well-known for a sustainable relationship for the improve-
ment of  the welfare of  such communities in various ways through participation resources sharing, frame 
works development of  livelihood opportunities, conservation of  resources, both cultural as well as natu-
ral. Tourism and indigenous people are interdependent to each other in case of  livelihood and preserva-
tion of  environment. Cooperation between both Tourism and community is the best way to booming 
tourism in the destinations. It is important for community to get benefit revenue generation from tourism 
and Indigenous people must be the assets of  tourism However, when ever in the tourism and community 
conflicting about the issue it creates bed images in the regions is distracting the tourism flows in the desti-
nations. Participation of  community in the development of  tourism polices and management system plays 
a vital role to curve the negative impacts in the regions. The methods to development of  tourism activities 
with local communities will maximize social and economic benefits and minimize negative environmental 
impacts. It is noted that before tourism booming in the region development of  benefit sharing mechanism 
between tourism and local community is necessary, because land, forest, water, mountains, hills, culture are 
belongs to indigenous people and its livelihood asset of  age old customs in the tribal areas. Create environ-
mental awareness, information and education to both host community and the tourist is must. The idea 
was to bring the benefit of  tourism directly to the community level and to give the tourists a unique experi-
ence of  the Arunachal Pradesh eco- cultural landscape and true flavor of  the way of  life of  the people of  
the state. The local youth are employed as nature guide or tour guide for trekking and sightseeing thereby 
providing meaningful employment to them. The multiplier effect of  the home-stay initiative also flows to 
the other community members. The women of  the villages have been organized into Self  Help Groups 
and they participated and engaged in tourism related income generation activities as women empower-
ment. The community participation in eco-tourism has remarkably increased the sense of  ownership of  
the local community members in protecting and conserving pristine local environment of  the Arunachal 
Pradesh. A Public Private Partnership (PPP) model can be developed where government can provide the 
infrastructure and financial support for training capacity building of  the community, organizations/ insti-
tution like FGA can come in with training, exposure and facilitation and the community members come 
in with entrepreneurship. This will not only bring the benefits of  tourism directly to the community level 
however will also lead to a more sustainable economic development for Arunachal Pradesh.” 
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hoW to BooSt ECotouRISm IN ARuNAChAl PRADESh

 After lot of  studies, publication done by many institution like GP Pant, Itanagar, RGU, Doimukh 
and many scholars on tourism it has been found there need to an address, suggestion and appeals to con-
cern government and community of  destination is required to maintain coordination for the development 
and promotion of  tourism. 

 There is no perfect destination for every tourist’s. In every destination there are some shortage 
and bottleneck as required by the tourist in a destination such as in Ziro valley, river festival (VizPapum-
Poma confluence fest, Simang Angling fest) etc  there is bottleneck of  infrastructure and superstructure 
and connectivity of  air and land transportation. However the developmental activities of  connectivity are 
in progressing and it need priority attention. Economic, socio-cultural and environmental are no huge 
negative impacts to the destinations yet however it is better to prevent and create awareness about the 
negative impacts of  tourism is necessary before much negative impact happened. Arunachal Pradesh have 
huge potential for ecotourism however there are shortages of  other product for leisure tourism it needs 
to develop to attract other forms of  tourism demands so that state of  Arunachal Pradesh could caters all 
forms of  tourists. Ensure continuous monitoring of  adverse effects of  tourism activities and initiate suit-
able corrective measures. Government to support, formulation of  ecotourism policy and encourages the 
stakeholders of  local community to preserve their biodiversity and culture for their livelihood. Mapping 
of  the trekking route and village walking track and all tourist spots are the basic needs to connectivity from 
one spot to other spots for convenience. Maintaining peaceful atmosphere and tranquillity in the regions 
is the vital for every destination. NGOs, scientific and research institutions may create awareness about 
the practice of  ecotourism development to launch training programs on ecotourism for tourism adminis-
trators, planners, operators and the general public. To explore and promotion of  best tourism product in 
the tourism world it needs of  good platform to provide visitor information and interpretation services of  
government interventions and initiation of  e- marketing for tourism like Sikkim and Kerala states.

thE CoNCERN FoR ECotouRISm

 Since ages, nature worship and the conservation ethics have been an inseparable part of  Indian 
thought and traditions. Traces go back to ancient civilisations of  India, when people used to nurture the 
philosophy of  the oneness of  life. The Indian tradition has always taught that, humankind is a part of  
nature and one should look upon all creation with the eyes of  a love and respect. It is tragic that since last 
few decades, the mad quest for the material end and economical progress in India and abroad has become 
identical with the exploitation of  nature in all its appearances. Today, the entire world is facing a deep crisis 
and is in the danger of  being doomed. The rich forest areas and biological diversities have been relentlessly 
divested to erect concrete walls. The continuous denuding of  forest reserves has led to Global Warming 
and Greenhouse Effects. Fortunately, this has led to some realisation, and now the world has awakened 
for new beginnings about human responsibility towards nature.

CoNCluSIoNS

 To preserve cultural heritage and conserve natural environment of  the state of  ecosystem by 
nurturing the nature for prosperity will boost the tourism industry in a long way to provide the socio 
economic benefits to the destination. The sustainable development of  the eco tourism will succeed only 
with the local people‟s participation by utilizing their traditional knowledge, co-operation and support. 
At present a small percentage of  the local people are engaged in tourism related activities. Focus should be 
on more involvement and participation of  the local people in ecotourism. This will reduce their depend-
ence on the forest to a great extent thereby aiding the conservation process. At present a small percentage 
of  income generated percolates to the local people. Attention should be given so that the majority of  the 
income from tourism is retained with the local people. Keeping the view of  high relevance of  modern 
tourism catering large tourist traffic, various types of  better facilities for accommodation, transportation, 
recreation, and some tourism related aspect should be developed in a planned way at the tourist places for 
the need and comforts of  the tourists. Government should support to the undeveloped tourist areas for 
the development of  infrastructural facilities. This would further strengthen the long-term socio-economic 
development of  local communities with the help of  ecotourism in the state of  Arunachal Pradesh as a 
whole.
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Celebration of  World Environment Day

 World Environment Day’ 2019 was observed by the Department of  Environment & Forests in a 
befitting manner on 5th June’2019 at Itanagar.

 The days Programme started with Padyatra rally from PCCF Office, Itanagar to IG Park flagged 
off  by Sh. Lalram Thanga, IFS, PCCF &Prnl. Secy (E&F). It was participated by 200 Nos. of  School 
Students from VKV, Chimpu, Guardian Angel School,Itanagar, Abu Gellam School, Chandranagar, Royal 
International School, Naharlagun and Gyan Ganga Vidyapith School, Itanagar.

 On the occasion, certificate and prizes was distributed among the winners in both Senior and 
junior category of  respective schools by Sh. Lalram Thanga, PCCF & Prl. Secy. (E & F)/HoFF, Sh. Bipin 
Behari, PCCF (WL & BD), Dr. Rabindra Kumar, PCCF (P&D), Sh. A.K Shukla, PCCF (Env& CC) and 
Sh. R.K Singh, PCCF (A&V) and PCCF (RE) present on dais.

 Earlier on 3rd June’2019 Painting and Drawing Competition was held in five (5) schools under 
capital complex in both Senior and junior category on theme- “Air Pollution” organised by Deptt. of  
Environment & Forests.

 There was mass tree plantation by students, teachers and officers of  the Deptt. in the IG Park 
field premises. 300 Nos. of  free tree saplings was provided to School Students for plantation in their 
School and Home premises under monitoring of  teacher in charge which if  well nurtured would be given 
award in coming years just as mark of  appreciation.

Pic: - Banner, World Environment Day 2019 at IG Park, Itanagar.

Design and Photo Courtesy:-  Shri. Tanu Siram, Information Officer, ENVIS

The event was coordinated by Sh. Dohu Robin, Dy. Director (Env& CC) with his team members 
from ENVIS and Climate Change Cell. All the officers and field staffs of  PCCF Office actively par-
ticipated for the World Environment Day function.       
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Picture gallery of  the event

Pic:-  Flag off  by Shri. Lalram Thanga, PCCF (HoFF) & 
Prl. Secy. (E & F), 

Pic:-  Rally lead by  Shri. Padam Sonar, ITO (ENVIS)  and 
and Shri. A.K Shukla, PCCF (Env & CC). Shri. 
Rinchin. T. Gonpapa , JRF, SCCC.

Pic :- Distribution of  prizes to winner of  literary competition for WED 2019  by Shri. Lalram Thanga, PCCF (HoFF) & 
Prl. Secy. (E & F) and Shri. R.K Singh, PCCF (Env & Forests) in presence of  Shri D. Dohu Robin. Dy. Director 
(Env) & ENVIS Coordinator

Pic:-  Tree plantation by Shri. Lalram Thanga, PCCF (HoFF) & Prl. Secy. (E & F) in presence of  Shri D. Dohu Ro bin. 
Dy. Director (Env) & ENVIS Coordinator on eve of  WED 2019 at IG Park Itanagar.

Photo Courtesy:-  Shri. Tanu Siram, Information Officer, ENVIS

 In view of  above, on June 5, 2019 World Environment Day was celebrated all over Arunachal 
Pradesh. State Governor, Brig (Retd) Dr.  B D Mishra called upon the citizen of  Arunachal Pradesh 
to plan more and more saplings to conserve, protect and promote the environment for well being of  
the present and future generations. 
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Photo source: media house /
Echo of  Arunachal / Itanagar

Pic: Brig (Retd) Dr.  B D 
Mishra, Governor, Arunachal 
Pradesh planting a Rudrasha 
(Elaeocarpus ganitrus) sapling in 
the Raj Bhavan compound for 
commemorating the World Envi-
ronment Day in presence of  first 
lady of  state Mrs. Neelam Misra.

Photo source: media house /Echo of  Arunachal / Itanagar

Pic: In view of World Environment Day on June 5, an advance mass plantation drive was 
conducted along Trans –Arunachal Highway near Bodak Village by DFO, Pasighat and 
villagers.  More than 300 saplings of ornamental trees like Bakul, (Mimousops elengi), 
Sanaru/Amultus/Golden shower etc were planted along the TAH, near Bodak village. 

 The Regional Outreach Bureau, Minister of  Information & Broadcasting, also observed the 
WED at its office complex at Sink, View, Itanagar ,  Tezu, , Changlang, Pasighat, Likabali, Tawang,Roing 
also observed the World Environment Day by spreading awareness programme/capacity building  
and to encourage people to take action in protecting their environment, tree plantation, cultural activi-
ties, rally , cleanliness drive, literary competition among eco-clubs and college students etc. 

 At the premises of  wildlife sanctuary, tiger reserve forests, national park officials’ and staff  
were also observed the World Environment Day by plantation programme and to encourage the 
local populace as without trees wildlife won’t survive  and without wildlife, forests will also remain 
unhealthy.
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Arunachal Pradesh celebrated World Earth Day 

2019 in a befitting manner
 On April 22nd 2019, The World Earth Day 2019 was celebrated across Arunachal Pradesh with 
a slew of  events to demonstrate how earth is disturbed day by day and how to protect environment 
from climate change, anthropogenic activities etc.  The main focus of  the celebration was to create 
awareness about environmental issues and its safety for a better tomorrow among the general mass.

Photo Gallery of  the event:-

Pic:-  To mark the day, Government Secondary School, Namphai-I took part in cleanliness drive organized by Seva 
Kendra Arunachal East today. Photo Source: Facebook Namsai/GHSS/Nampai/com

 
Pic:-  Mass participation from the Bed IVth students of  Rajiv Gandhi University along with the faculty members of  

the Department of  Education celebrated the World Earth Day by organising procession and skits in the univer-
sity campus, Doimukh and Nirjuli market on eve of  World Earth day. 

Photo Source: Facebook/RGU/DEPTT. of Edu./WED/2019 Bed IVth Students
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Pic:- The NCC cadets of  Rajiv Gandhi Govt Polytechnic under 1 AP Battalion National Cadet Corps (Army) took 

out a rally on the occasion of  the Earth Day to promote environmental awareness by sensitizing students and 
people towards their role in addressing global environmental challenges.

Photo Source: Facebook/RGGP/NCC/WED/2019 

Pic:- Cleanliness drive was caried out at Gohpur Tinali, Itanagar on eve of  World Earth Day 2019.

 On eve of  WED, the students displayed colourful placards containing messages about how 
to save the environment and chanted various slogans based on the importance of  flora and fauna 
to maintain ecological balance. Aimed at spreading awareness on the need to protect Mother Earth, 
pamphlets on the need for conservation of  endangered species were also distributed to the students. 
Also A five-minute video titled ‘Earth Day 1970-2017 - What’s changed?’ was also screened on the 
occasion.  On the occasion, poster making competition, demonstration, rally etc. Performed skits, 
on the other hand, focused on how deforestation, pollution and illegal pouching led by human caus-
ing massive environmental degradation. the march chanted slogans like ‘Save Earth’, ‘Go Green No 
Polythene’, ‘No Earth No Life’, If  You Can’t Reuse it, Refuse it’, ‘Plant Trees’ that reverberated in the 
skies of  the state capital.

Photo Source: mattersindia.com



10

ARUNACHAL ENVIS
Arunachal ENVIS took actively participated with 
technical support  in the workshop cum training 
programme on Climate Change Adaptation in 

Arunachal held from 11th to 13th June 2019 at Pasighat
 Arunachal ENVIS actively participated in the training Programme for Level 3- District Level 
Officials and Level 4 - Training of  Trainers Programme on Climate Change Adaptation in Arunachal 
Pradesh held at College of  Horticulture and Forestry (CHF), Central Agriculture University (CAU), 
Pasighat, Arunachal Pradesh from 11th to 13th June 2019.

Shri Gulab Singh, IFS, Chief Conservator of Forests, Central Arunachal Circle, Pasighat, with Prof. B.N 
Hazarika, Dean, College of Horticulture and Forestry, Pasighat, Arunachal Pradesh and Shri. D. Dohu 

Robin, Dy. Director (Env.), Department of Environment and Forests, Govt. of Arunachal Pradesh

Brief  report of  the workshop:- 

 As part of  National Mission for Sustaining the Himalayan Ecosystem (NMSHE) activities, 
State Climate Change Cell (SCCC), Arunachal Pradesh with the support of  IHCAP and NABCONS 
and in collaboration with College of  Horticulture and Forestry (CAU), Pasighat with technical sup-
port from Arunachal ENVIS Hub has conducted the Level 3 (District Officials) and Level 4 (Train-
ing of  Trainers) workshop on Climate Change Adaptation in Arunachal Pradesh at the College of  
Horticulture and Forestry (CAU), Pasighat from 11th to 13th June 2019. 

 The objectives of  the workshop was to strengthen capacities of  State Government Officials 
at different levels on adaptation planning and implementation for responding to climate change risks 
and also envisaged at creating a pool of  master trainers for autonomous replication beyond the sup-
port of  IHCAP and NABCONS. The workshop comprised of  five (5) Sessions and a special session 
at the end of  the three day workshop. Each session was accompanied by group activities and discus-
sions. 

Ms. Divya Mohan, IHCAP explaining the impacts of Climate Change in Arunachal Pradesh
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 In the Inaugural session of  the first day (11th June 2019), Shri D. Dohu Robin, Dy. Direc-
tor (Env& CC) & PI (NMSHE) welcomed all the participants in presence of  Chief  Conservator of  
Forests, Central Circle, Pasighat, Shri Gulab Singh, IFS, Prof. (Dr.) B. N. Hazarika, Dean of  CHF 
(CAU), Pasighat, and other dignitaries from IHCAP and NABCONS. Ms. Divya Mohan, Represent-
ing IHCAP briefed on the aims and objectives of  the workshop. Prof. (Dr.) B. N. Hazarika, Dean, 
CHF, Pasighat stressed on the importance and essence of  the workshop and its implementation in 
the planning and policies of  the state for responding to climate change risks. Shri Gulab Singh, IFS, 
CCF, Central Circle, Pasighat highlighted the changes he observed in the state and emphasized on the 
adaption requirements to combat the impacts caused due to climate change in the state. 

 Ms. Divya Mohan, IHCAP, New Delhi took over the first session and made her presenta-
tion on ‘Introduction to Climate Change and Vulnerability and risk assessment’. In her session, she 
acknowledged the participants about the basics of  climate change science and its impacts and Assess-
ment on its vulnerability and risk. Thereafter Dr. BhupenMili, RA (Research Scientist) and Shri Gokia 
Roman, JRF (Project Scientist) made presentation on the Climate Change in Arunachal Pradesh – 
trends, impacts, vulnerabilities and risks, and response measures initiated by the Government of  
Arunachal Pradesh.

Dr Vikram Singh, Associate Prof,  College of Horticulture and Forestry, Pasighat, Arunachal Pradesh, 
explaining “Adaptation to Climate Change in Forestry and Biodiversity sector/ Disaster Risk Reduction”

 Mr. Siddharth Bhatia, NABCONS, Mumbai made presentation on the concepts related to 
adaptation, steps involved in adapta-
tion planning and mainstreaming of  
adaptation in development projects 
with special focus on Indian Hima-
layan Region (IHR) states. 

 In the second day (12th June 
2019), Prof. (Dr.) B. N. Hazarika, 
Dean of  CHF (CAU), Pasighat 
made his presentation on the topic-
Adaptation to Climate Change in 
Agriculture and Horticulture Sector. 
In his presentation, Prof. (Dr.) B. N. 
Hazarika highlighted the impacts of  
climate change on the agriculture 
and horticulture crops productivity. Participants engaged in group discussions.
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Adaptation measures such 
as deliberate crop selection 
and distributions and plas-
tic mulching and drip irriga-
tions would be effective in 
combating the rising climate 
change impacts in the state. 
Dr. Bikram Singh, Associ-
ate Professor, CHF, Pasighat 
took the session on Adapta-
tion to Climate Change in 
Forestry and Biodiversity sec-
tor. In the presentation, Dr. 
Bikram emphasized on the 
important tree species that 
can withstand the changing 
environment and the impor-
tant roles played by different 
forest trees with responds to 
different environment.

 Thereafter, in the afternoon session, the participants were taken for a field trip to a nearby 
Village called Bodak Village for interaction with the villagers. Participants, divided into groups were 
given specific instructions on how the interactions should be done with common questionnaires. The 
analysis of  the interactions was to be presented by the group in the next session on the next day.

 The third day (13th June 2019) began with the result analysis of  the village interactions by the 
participants. Mr. Siddharth took over the last, 5th Session on the topic- ‘Project Planning and Moni-
toring and Evaluation of  Climate Change Adaptation’. In this session, he detailed the mechanism of  
project planning, process of  proposals and different funding agencies. In his session, detailed discus-
sions were conducted and doubts on planning, monitoring and evaluation of  climate change adaption 
were cleared.

 Group Exercise on Adaptation Mainstreaming was conducted among the participants under 
the guidance of  Ms. Divya Mohan and Mr. Siddharth Bhatia. Thereafter, Certificates of  Participations 
was distributed to the participants.

 The special session was meant for the Level 4 participants on how to provide training in near 
future to the different stakeholders of  the state.

Environment and its related news

Prof. B.N Hazarika, Dean, College of Horticulture and Forestry, 
Pasighat, Arunachal Pradesh awarding certificate to one of the 

participants.
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local News

1. Cyclone hit Arunachal Pradesh including Capital Complex, power supply disrupted, 
causes flash flood in plain region:- 

Itanagar, 30th march 2019. A weakened but still dangerous cyclonic storm with pounding winds and 
drenching rain badly hit the Capital Complex on Sunday afternoon that led to power outage in parts 
of  the capital causing severe storm, surges and cutting of  the 11 KV line at Papu Hills has been dam-
aged due to storm and there was no power supply in several parts of  Capital Complex, as per source 
of  Power department sources.

 However, Capital Complex District Disaster Management Officer Moromi Sonam informed 
that no official report of  any damage to property or human casualty has been received from any of  
the administrative officers of  the Capital Complex.

 
Pic:- Cyclone cut 11 KV line at Papu hills and longding 

Photo Source: arunachal24.in

ItANAGAR, Apr 16, 2019: The short but 
violent storm that hit the longding and near-
by district was so massive that it uprooted 
many trees and destroyed several dwelling 
houses as well as other properties. Roofs of  
many small houses were blown off  while 
parked vehicles were damaged by the falling 
trees, informed the sources. However, there 
was no report of  any casualty reported. on 
24, April, 2019 according to Media house, 
powerful winds accompanied by a heavy 
downpour swept across Tarasso circle under 

Papum Pare district causing a trail of  de-
struction that left over many houses de-
stroyed rendering people homeless.Large 
pieces of  hailstone and rain caused ex-
tensive damages also to crops, granaries 
and domestic animals. April 25th 2019At 
Bomdila, cloudburst accompanied with 
hailstorm swept through Bomdilatown-
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ship in West Kameng district. The incident oc-
curred by bringing torrential rain, triggering 
landslides and flash floods in the township. An 
over an hour excessive rain due to cloudburst 
resulting in chocking of  drains and spread of  
debris all around. However, there was no report 
of  any human casualty.

2. mountains of  plastic choke 12 states, himalayan ecosystem under threat(source hindu-
stan time, New Delhi)

 On eve of  World Environment Day, 2019 a clean-up of  12 Himalayan states had revealed a 
mountain of  plastic, leaving experts alarmed at the level of  pollution in the country’s Himalayan eco-
system.

 A helping hand was organised in across 12 state s of  Himalayan belt to review the plastic and 
ist pollution. Volunteers picked up about four lakh pieces of  plastic waste in a two-hour operation on 
May 26, as 200 organisations joined hands to battle plastic pollution across Sikkim, Meghalaya, Tripu-
ra, Mizoram, Himachal 
Pradesh, Nagaland, Uttara-
khand, Arunachal Pradesh, 
West Bengal, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Manipur and As-
sam.

 The clean-up was 
anchored by IMI, head-
quartered in Delhi, in asso-
ciation with the Zero Waste 
Himalaya Group in Sikkim.

 The campaign, 
which was carried out by 
15,000 people across 89 
sites, also collected 36,389 
PET bottles and 12,869 
cartons of  juices, milk and 
other drinks.

3 European Union (EU) delegation meets with Sr. Forests officers on Climate Change Is-
sues.

on 5th April 2019, 

 The EU delegation made this assertion during its visit to the office of  State Climate Change 
Cell, Department of  Environment & Forests, GoAP to learn more about the programme on National 
Mission on Sustaining Himalayan Ecosystem (NMSHE), its initiatives and scientific activities.

 The visiting EU delegation led by Tania Friederichs included Dr Vivek Dham(member), In-
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gerMidtkandal (Royal Norwegian Embassy), Dr Srinivas Kaveri (Director CNRS, Paris), Alain Ghis-
lain Baetens (Embassy of  Belgium), Dr Massimo Spandoni (Embassy of  Italy) and Dr Jakob Williams 
Oerberg (Royal Danish Embassy).

 The European delegation presented on broad issues such as possible cooperation with Eu-
rope, both at EU level and with countries of  the delegates participating. The team also emphasized on 
cooperation and collaborative research/innovation programme Horizon 2020 as well as the Start-up 
Europe India Network scheme. Friederichs emphasized the need for better cooperation with the State 
Government as well as the Central Government for future policy dialogue on climate change issues. 
She said that this visit to the Climate Change Cell as the beginning of  a long-term engagement and 
promised for future collaborative work with the State Government. Dr Dham too emphasized the 
importance of  research and innovation to tackle the impacts of  climate change.

Photo Source: ENVIS huB Arunachal, Deptt. of  Env. & Forests, Itanagar 

 Dr Kaveri highlighted various implementing arrangement with India by the French Govern-
ment that includes scholar mobility programmes, individual fellowships, and bilateral and multilateral 
collaborations. Midtkandal shared about the use of  hydropower in Norway which contributes to 98% 
of  power and its collaboration with various countries on hydropower. 

 D Riba, JtSecy (E&F) & Director (Environment), Department of  Forests and Environment, 
GoAP also wished for a new innovative approach and ideas for better cooperation and coordination 
in climate change sector during .

 A K Shulka, PCCF (Env& Climate Change) highlighting the issues of  climate change and 
deforestation in the State sought for better cooperation at policy level for sustainable development of  
the State.

 Dr BhupenMili, Scientist highlighted the vulnerability of  the State to the impacts of  climate 
change and measures undertaken to plan adaptation.

 D Dohu Robin, Dy. Director (Env) & PI for the NMSHE project also spoke.

4. ITANAGAR, Apr 24, 2019.medium intensity earthquake of  5.8 magnitude jolted, 
Arunachal Pradesh.  

 An earthquake of  medium intensitymeasuring about 5.8jolted Arunachal Pradesh in the end 
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of  the month April 2019.The epicentre of  the earthquake was located at about 36 KM southeast 
Aalo, West Siang district, Arunachal Pradesh. As per the Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) 
the quake was measured about 5.9 and the United State Geological Survey it at 6.1. Meanwhile , as 
reported by media and through social media, many vehicle including Mechuka-Aalo passenger Tata 
sumo got stuck midway due to landslide for an hours but latter on they returned back to their respec-
tive stations. The landslide was massive so even BRO personnel couldn’t clear the debris for early 
restoration of  vehicular movements in consequence it took at least 2 days to clear the debris and faced 

problematic and difficulties to passen-
ger and daily tata sumo service even 
not possible to exchange passenger 
from two places.  As informed by Kan-
to Danggen, the Director of  Disaster 
Management Department, the quake 
occurred at 1.45 am at the depth of  
10 km Tremors were felt in all the dis-
tricts of  Arunachal Pradesh however, 
no loss of  life due to the earthquake 
has been reported so far. The tremors 
were also felt in some parts of  Assam, 
Nagaland and neighbouring countries 
- China, Myanmar and Bhutan.The 
Northeast region including Arunachal 
Pradesh falls under the high-seismic 

zone V which is prone to earthquakes. 

5. 5 (Five) new species of  catfish were discovered in Arunachal Pradesh.

 The fisheries and aquatic ecology research team of  Rajiv Gandhi University, Rono Hills, Do-
imukhhad found five more species of  catfish as new addition to the world fish database from the 
Indian Himalayan state of  Arunachal Pradesh for the first time. These new discoveries of  fish species 
have been published and described in different journals of  international repute on subject areas as 
reported. Following are the five new species of  fish:-

S l . 
No Name of new fish species Discovered in

1. Mystusprabini sp. nov. Sinkin and the Dibang rivers of 
Lower Dibang Valley district;

2. Exostomakottelati sp. nov. Ranga river of Lower Subansiri 
district.

3. Creteuchiloglanistawangensis Tawangchu river of Tawang district.

4. Garraranganensis sp. nov. Ranga river of Lower Subansiri

5. Physoschisturaharkishorei sp. 
nov.

Dibang and Lohit rivers of Lower 
Dibang Valley district

 While hailing the achievement, team leader of  the research unit from RGU, Prof  D N Das, 
RGU team leader of  the research unit while expressing their achievement and also expressed con-
cerned over due to dense rain forest, steep terrain and communication problem, the majority of  the 
remote water bodies of  the state are still not easily accessible to the researchers. Further he, however, 
added that his research team is very optimistic that meticulous exploration work may result in more 
discoveries of  new ichthyo species from this part of  India in future. 

Source /Echo of Arunachal Pradesh/.

Photo Source: Media House, echo of Arunachal
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Pic:-  Planting of tree carried out by Eco-clubs students on eve of World Environment Day 2019 at IG Park Itanagar

Drawing & Painting competition organised for commemorating the World Environment day 2019 among Eco-
clubs of Capital Complex

Pic:-  Plantation by Childrens on the Earth Day 2019 on 22 
April, 2019 at IG Park Itanagar

Pic:-  VC on preparedness  of NES GRIDSS  of ENVIS/
RP along with current and future course of action under 
GSDP attended by PO, IO and ITO, ENVIS in presence of 

Dr. Anandi Subramanian, Prl. Advisor, MoEF & CC, GoI 0n 
28th May 2019
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